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PLASTIC FREE CAMPUS POLICY

Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya Kavathe Mahankal is dedicated to
creating a sustainable and environmentally responsible campus. In light of the adverse
impacts of plastic pollution, our institution commits to eliminating single-use plastics
and promoting environmentally friendly alternatives. This policy outlines our objectives,
definitions, scope, and practices to achieve a plastic-free campus.

OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY:

1. Eliminate Single-Use Plastics: Phase out the use of single-use plastics on campus.

2. Promote Sustainable Alternatives: Encourage the wuse of compostable,
biodegradable, and environmentally-responsible alternatives.

3. Educate and Engage: Raise awareness and engage the campus community in the
movement toward a plastic-free environment.

4. Conserve Resources: Implement sustainable practices to conserve resources,
especially considering the college's location in a drought-prone area.

DEFINITIONS:

e Campus: The grounds and buildings of Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil
Mahavidyalaya Kavathe Mahankal, including academic buildings,
administrative offices, laboratories, common areas, and grounds.

e Event: Any activity, meeting, or gathering held on campus premises.

e Single-Use Plastic Food Service Ware: Disposable plastic items used for
serving food, such as cutlery, plates, cups, and containers, intended for one-
time use.

e Single-Use Plastic Bottles: Disposable plastic bottles used for beverages,
intended for one-time use.

e Single-Use Plastic Banners: Disposable plastic banners used for events or
advertisements, intended for one-time use.

e Compostable: Materials capable of breaking down into natural elements in a
compost environment, leaving no toxicity in the soil.

e Biodegradable: Materials capable of being decomposed by bacteria or other
living organisms, thus avoiding pollution.

e Environmentally-Responsible Alternative: Products or practices that have a
reduced environmental impact compared to conventional options.

SCOPE OF THE POLICY:
1. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Mantra:
e Reduce: Minimize the use of single-use plastics and other non-essential items.
e Reuse: Encourage the use of reusable items and materials.
e Recycle: Implement comprehensive recycling programs for paper, plastic, glass,
and other materials.
2. Drought-Prone Area Initiatives:
e Water Conservation: Implement rainwater harvesting, efficient irrigation systems,
and water recycling programs.
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e Drought-Resistant Landscaping: Use native and drought-resistant plants in

landscaping to reduce water consumption.
3. Canteen Plastic Reduction:

e Ban on Single-Use Plastics: Eliminate the use of single-use plastic food service
ware, plastic bottles, and plastic banners in the canteen and other food service
areas.

e Promote Alternatives: Encourage the use of compostable or biodegradable food
service ware and reusable water bottles.

THE PRACTICES:
1. Awareness and Campaigns:
e Educational Programs: Conduct seminars, workshops, and training sessions on
environmental sustainability and the importance of reducing single-use plastics.
e Awareness Campaigns: Launch campaigns to educate the campus community
about the benefits of sustainable practices and the impact of single-use plastics.

2. Student and Staff Engagement:
e Green Ambassadors: Encourage students and staff to become green ambassadors,
promoting sustainable practices and leading by example.
e Incentives: Provide incentives, such as recognition or rewards, for students and
staff who actively participate in sustainability initiatives.
e Green Projects: Support student-led green projects and initiatives through funding
and resources.

INITTATIVES TO BE TAKEN:
1. Plastic-Free Events:
e Event Guidelines: Establish guidelines for hosting plastic-free events on campus,
promoting the use of compostable or biodegradable alternatives.
e Reusable Supplies: Provide reusable supplies for events, such as water stations
and reusable banners.
2. Water and Energy Conservation:
e Efficient Systems: Install energy-efficient lighting, HVAC systems, and water-
saving devices in campus buildings.
e Monitoring: Implement systems to monitor and manage water and energy usage
across campus.
3. Waste Management:
e Recycling Programs: Enhance recycling programs and ensure the availability of
recycling bins in convenient locations.
e Composting: Establish composting facilities for organic waste from the canteen
and other sources.

Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya Kavathe Mahankal is committed to
creating a plastic-free campus. Through the initiatives outlined in this policy, we aim to
reduce our environmental impact, conserve resources, and foster a culture of
sustainability within our community. By working together and taking proactive steps, we
will contribute to a healthier and more sustainable future for our campus and beyond
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